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Linking Exercises
1. Who are the students you will likely be teaching? Describe a typical student in your teaching environment.

A student in my typical teaching environment has a challenging life at home with little support from the guardian he/she lives with.  All of the problems they face on a daily basis come to school with them, yet they are still expected to achieve high test scores.  Although the majority are said to be no good and will never amount to anything, I see the light in them and they look up to me to guide them through their struggles and hardships.  They are hard working and want to please.  It may take longer for my students to understand the material I am presenting, but they do not give up and they know that I will do whatever it takes for them to be successful in the classroom and in the world.  All of the students I see want to be loved and cared for, like any child.  They want rules put in place and to be disciplined when they break the rules.  They want to be lawyers, bank tellers, doctors, and waiters.  They are determined to follow their dreams and make something of themselves.

2. What is learning? Tell me what your students should be able to do or how you'll know your students have learned something after they've worked with you.


Learning is colorful, exhausting, rewarding, fun, and sometimes downright dirty.  I know when my students have learned something after they have worked with me because they are sharing ideas and discussing the material with one another.  They are telling stories about experiences they have had and are getting excited about the topics we have just covered.  When my students have learned something, they want to go home and tell their families and friends all about it.  They write comments on my blog, play my online games, and call one another to study.  On test day, they come to class and tell me they are ready for their assessment because they spent time actually studying!  Some may not perform as well as I would like on the test, and some will exceed my every expectation.  Regardless of their test scores, I can tell that they will hold onto the information forever.  They have a brand new outlook on Science.  They leave my classroom with a smile and a desire to come back the next day, only to do it all over again.
3. What is teaching? Paint a picture for me of an ideal teacher. Draw freely from any great teachers you've had.

A teacher is someone who cares about people, entertains a crowd, and puts on a smile no matter what the circumstance.  A teacher takes on countless roles every day:  a mother/father, a nurse, a guidance counselor, a secretary, a bookkeeper, a psychologist, a coach, a clown, a friend.    A teacher is a role model and wants what is best for each of her students, even the “impossible” kids.   Teaching is organized chaos because any good teacher knows that a stimulating environment enhances student learning.  An ideal teacher is someone who takes what others may see as damaged goods and turns them into diamonds.  She inspires, relates, solves problems, puts out fires, and truly listens.  Simply put, a good teacher motivates and encourages her students to be victorious.
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Fun and Learning I

Scenario: Think of a student as a glass of muddy water. Your goal as a teacher is to turn the muddy water into clear water. How do you accomplish this?
First, I would sift through the muddy water (using my senses) to see if I can find anything valuable, such as a gem or fleck of gold.  I would then use a filter to separate the mud from the water to get rid of any impurities that are hindering the clarity and quality of the water.  In order to begin this process, I would gather several filters and carefully inspect each one to make sure no holes exist.  This is to ensure the water is being cleansed to its full potential.  After filtering the water a first time, I would repeat the procedure several times to make sure it is pure.  Once the water seems to be clean, I would boil the water to free it of any remaining particles that may be weighing it down.  In turn, I have now created steam, and with steam, an exponential amount of energy can be produced.  That energy is crucial for powering our water cycle and creating a never-ending sequence of being able to clean up the “muddy water.”
Fun and Learning II
What do you think is the relationship between number of books owned and television watching?


I think that the number of books owned and the amount of television watching has some correlation.  There are probably many people that own books and do not read them.  For instance, if a family owned an entire bookshelf full of children’s books and the children have grown up, there is a possibility they do not read those books anymore.  Instead, maybe they watch more TV while the books sit on the shelf.  If a person enjoys reading, I think that they would own more books and therefore spend less time watching television and spend more time reading.  However, I think that if a person has no interest in reading and owns a small number of books, the chances of watching TV increase.
	Person
	Hours of TV
	# of Books

	1
	35
	 1/3

	2
	10
	1

	3
	15
	4

	4
	10
	0

	5
	6
	4

	6
	15
	5

	7
	10
	5

	8
	15
	2

	9
	10
	1

	10
	2
	4

	11
	16
	7

	12
	18
	5

	13
	18
	8

	14
	5
	6

	15
	15
	6

	16
	10
	10

	17
	18
	5

	18
	15
	6

	19
	5
	5

	20
	12
	5
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1. Do you see any patterns in the data? What are they? 


Based on my findings, the people that watched 10 hours of TV or less per week had an average of 4 bookshelves.  The people that watched more than 10 hours of TV per week had an average of 4.9 bookshelves.  As a result, there were uncorrelated variables.  I found that people that watched the most TV each week owned more books than those that did not watch as much TV.
2a. Can you think of an explanation for the pattern you found between book ownership and television viewing? 
I could conclude that just because books are owned, it does not necessarily mean that people read those books.  Several people that I got results from mentioned that they owned many children’s books and no longer read them or that they would like to read more of the books they owned but did not have the time.


2b. Can you determine cause and effect from your data? 
There are probably many reasons people own books.  It is possible that they just collect books, they have inherited them, or they buy books for their children.  However, the data shows that people that own books do not always spend time reading those books.

3. Did you predict this answer? If not, try to explain why you thought you'd find something else. Does this data mean your first idea wasn't true?

I did not predict this answer.  I was surprised by the results of my survey because I assumed that people that owned more books would spend more time reading that those that owned less books.  My first idea was proven untrue, but I also think that many factors affect whether or not books owned are actually read.  For example, one person brought up the point that they check books out of the library each week and read for at least one hour a night instead of watching TV.  However, they do not own the books they read, so the survey had a low internal validity because it was based on other factors.
4. Your results are possibly different from others in your class. Can you explain why this might happen? 

I think that people tend to survey other people with similar interests to their own.  So, if the person doing the survey enjoys reading and watches very little TV, then it’s possible their friends may enjoy the same activity.  Also, I polled many of my friends that are teachers and different professions may determine different data as well.  
5a. What concerns might you have about the trustworthiness of this study? 

I do not believe this study was very trustworthy, because as mentioned earlier, there are many different factors that are not considered in 
5b. If we combined your data with everyone else's in the class would the study be more trustworthy?
 
It is proven that the more statistics you have, the more reliable the data.  However, I still think the study could have been more specific.
5c. Why or why not?

If think the research method used could have been different to get a more positive correlation.  I am not sure that a correlational study was best suited for the information that was needed. 
6. Pick one other research method (not a correlational study which is what this was) described in the book. Sketch a study using that method that shows how it could help you answer our question about the relationship between television viewing and book ownership.

I think that a randomized field experiment could be a better way to find the relationships between TV viewing and book ownership.  Although it would involve more time and a closely monitored setting, the experimental group and control group could be set and studied.  If the experimental group was the group of randomly chosen people that were given a plethora of books to choose from and the control group was given very few books, I think the test results would be more accurate.  All of the factors that needed to stay the same, such as the setting, the amount of time each group had during the day to spend reading or watching television, and the books, could be controlled.
Journaling
1. Make a list of qualities of an intentional teacher from these pages.

*Must constantly think of student’s outcome they want to obtain 


*Each decision made is necessary to obtain that outcome

*Highest levels of learning don’t just happen; it must be purposeful, thoughtful, and flexible with goals always in mind
*EVERYTHING has a purpose

2. Think of a specific lesson that you might actually teach (you don't have to describe it-just jot down the object of the lesson for reference). 

*The student will understand the mechanics of day and night and the phases of the moon.
3. If you were asked to interview a teacher (even yourself) about this specific lesson, what questions would you ask to decide if the teacher was an intentional teacher? Write these down. You don't have to answer the questions you make up---making up the questions is the point of this exercise.

a. In what ways will you have your students model the mechanics of day and night?


b. In what ways will you have your students model the phases of the moon?


c. How will you engage your students during these activities?

d. Is there anything you would/should change about your lesson from previous years to make it better?


e. How will you teach the vocabulary that goes along with these topics?


f. What technology will you bring to your lesson to enhance learning?

g. Are there any resources you will use to come up with your ideas, such as a mentor or a different curriculum?


h. In what ways will you assess the knowledge of your students?

Review
1. What is the point of this course?

The point of this course is to encourage us to step outside of our comfort zones and reevaluate our teaching.  It is also to give us a good foundation in what it means to be a good teacher.  Having taught for 5 years, it is easy to get in a slump and get comfortable with the material we teach.  It is necessary to constantly look at what we are doing and find out how we can make it better and adjust it to the needs of our students.  I feel this course is going to help motivate and encourage me to focus on my students and the get the outcome I want from them.
2. What makes a good teacher?

A good teacher plans each step of the day carefully to ensure that students are receiving the best education possible.  As Slavin writes, “An intentional teacher, one who has a strong belief in his or her efficacy, is more likely to put forth consistent effort, to persist in the face of obstacles, and to keep trying relentlessly until every student succeeds (Bandura, 1997).”  Good teachers will continuously change the way they are teaching and come up with new ideas to make sure their goal is achieved.    
3. Why do we use both educational research and common sense to think about students, learning, and teaching?

Educational research is important because it helps break the barrier between “natural-born teacher” and teachers that may excel in their content knowledge, but don’t quite know how to help their students understand those concepts.  By using research as a foundation of teaching, it allows the teacher to use different theories and models, such as educational psychology that Slavin discusses in the book, as a basis to guide and increase learning.  Good teachers are always seeking ideas from other teachers, mentors, and educational research to improve their own methods of teaching.  

Common sense is also necessary when working with children because a good teacher should be able to manage behavior, instruction, and disruptions all at the same time.  For example, Slavin shares a scenario in the text about two students talking in the back of the room instead of doing their work.  The teacher simply walks to the back of the room and the students stopped talking and focused on the lesson.  If the teacher was to yell at the students from the front of the room and cause a disruption, the class would probably have been lost altogether.  A situation, such as this one, combines classroom management skills and common sense so that the teacher is always in control.
