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Learner Analysis


The intended learners for this course are students enrolled in the Summer II Drug Education class (EDHL 3534).  Based on the information given, I am unsure whether the program is designed for undergrad or graduate students.  The course number shows that it could be an upper level course, however, since it is in the three-thousands. Demographic characteristics are unclear, but it seems that all students (local to Blacksburg, as well as all other distance learners) have access to the necessary materials and tools to be successful in the course.  The professor provides an email address and direct phone number so students can reach him if questions arise.  Considering students will be working at their own pace, the socio-psychological attributes of the students would be: a self-motivated learner that has excellent time-management skills and takes responsibility for his/her own learning.  As a result, this course would be beneficial to someone with a busy or demanding schedule because they can work around it.  
Students must possess superior study skills and time-management skills to achieve success. It is not known whether or not students need to have previous knowledge of drug education.  Since the course syllabus mentions no pre-requisites for the course, any additional skill sets that might be needed are unknown.  There is no support identified to remediate any deficiencies.  However, learners are given two different assessment options.  The first option is to make 5 tests 100% of the grade. The second option is to split the grade: 75% based on tests and 25% based on activities.  If a student knows that he/she does not test well, the second option may be more a more attainable goal.
Instructional Analysis 


The lack of information makes it difficult to assess the instructional need being met.  If pre-requisite information and demographic information was presented, it would allow for a more detailed analysis.  The instructional need being met by this course is for students to gain a better understanding of how drugs are used in society, how drugs interact with the brain, and how drugs affect human life.  Students should then be able to state their opinion and outlook on drug use.
Dr. Redican (2008) clearly states the objectives, which are:
1. Relate drug use to dimensions of holistic health.

2. Identify the historical, cultural, and legal considerations relevant to controlled substance abuse in our society. 

3. Understand the nature of substance use and abuse. 

4. Explain the immediate and long-term effects of substance use and abuse. 

5. Describe various treatment and prevention approaches utilized in our society. 

6. Demonstrate the ability to make good choice in their personal use of substances. 

7. Identify specific actions that can be taken by individuals and society to reduce and prevent the drug abuse. 

8. Describe the physiological and psychological effects resulting from the use, misuse and abuse of drugs. 

9. Describe the function of attitudes and values in use, misuse, and abuse of drugs. (Course syllabus)

Although the objectives are listed, they are not measureable.  Students have no way of knowing if they are successful in achieving the objectives.  As previously mentioned, there are two different types of assessments.  It seems that students can choose either Option 1 or Option 2.  Option 1 requires students to take a series of five, 30-question multiple choice tests that will be counted as 100% of their grade.  Option 2 requires that students also take the five tests, but it only counts as 75% of their grade.  The other 25% comes from choosing and completing five (out of 47) activities.  The tests are graded as follows: 90% and above = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D.  However, the activities are graded using the following scale: Exceeds Expectations:  A, Meets Expectations: B, Marginally Meets Expectations: C, Does Not Meet Expectations: D. There is no rubric or guide to show what is expected to meet these expectations.  Therefore, students are unaware of what they must accomplish to obtain an A, B, C, or D if they choose Option 2.  
The first strategy given by the instructor to help students meet their course goals is when taking the tests, is advising that each individual has enough time to take all of the exams.  In other words, time management is important.  Also, the instructor mentions students have difficulty with internet problems while taking the exams, so five additional practice exams were provided to prevent that problem.  Dr. Redican offers specific instructions for how to be successful on the tests.  By printing out the questions for the practice tests and answering them using all given materials (class notes, the text, etc.), students should find the Parts Tests to be easier.
Instructional Strategies 

All instructional strategies that are being used for this course are asynchronous.  This means that they are lacking any face-to-face instruction.  It is possible that students will learn the concepts to meet the instructional need, but it is also likely that the information learned will not stay in long term memory.  In a typical asynchronous learning environment, there should be some sort of problem-based learning or student-led discussion to keep the topics interesting and to help encourage students to stay motivated.  In Dr. Redican’s course, there is a lack of motivational material to say the least.  The main instructional method used is instructor led.  The main portion of the course is taught through PowerPoint presentations.  There is no audio and no visuals, only text.  There is very little that I would consider to be encouraging or engaging.  Although the material seems to be straightforward, there are many other ways that the instructor could have enhanced the lessons.  Audio and visuals could have been used to intrigue the viewer.  Also, hearing the instructor’s voice with even a simple explanation of the material could helps listeners further understand it. 

The instructional methods are more implicit than explicit.  When specific examples are given in the PowerPoint presentations, there is no modeling and no guided instruction to ensure learning is taking place.  Students are required to make their own understanding of the given information.  Unfortunately, students are not getting an individualized education by simply reading and interpreting the PowerPoint slides.  It seems very vague and unstructured.  Students may even have a difficult time understanding the information presented since there is a no clarification offered.
I believe there are two different instructional “programs” that are being used, based on the option that students choose.  Option 1, which requires students to only take five tests to complete the course, is a linear-programmed instruction.  The instruction is divided into chunks that are pre-determined by the instructor.  Students learn the material in the first block, take the self-test, and then move on to the next block of information.  Option 2, is partly linear-programmed instruction, but also provides a portion of the instruction to be activity-based.  Students get to choose the activities they wish to complete, which is 25% of their grade.  This method is hyper-programmed instruction which allows students to move at their own pace and make their own choices about their learning.  The instructor provides feedback when the activities are completed so that the students know whether or not they met the objectives.

Delivery Technologies 


Web-based instruction is the way this course is being delivered.  Students accessing the website have little introduction to how the website operates.  However, the instructor kept the web instruction format simple and easy to use.  This is important so that students do not get caught up in trying to maneuver around the website.  There are several elements to this course, including web design, web creation, and PowerPoint (PP) creation.  First, the instructor had to have knowledge of web design and web creation to make the web pages students would see.  The choice to use web-based instruction was smart, given the nature of the course and the potential distance among the learners that would be involved.  Also, the instructor needed to know how to use PowerPoint and Blackboard to create the lessons and to provide students with additional information for the course.  Importing information, such as PP slides and assessments would have also been important in the creation of the website.  The PowerPoint presentations could have been enhanced to better meet the instructional need.  Audio and visual could have been used to stimulate and motivate students.  Students would need to have access to a computer with internet, a printer, and Microsoft PowerPoint and Word in order to engage in this course.  They would also need to have access to the VT Filebox to upload their files once created.  Finally, students would need to purchase the course textbook and have it available as a resource.
Communication Tools and Patterns 

Communication and interaction does not seem to be important for this course.  Although the instructor provides his email address, phone number, and office location, there is no other means of communicating throughout the course.  Students are given no opportunity to interact with one another or with the instructor for any of the given lessons or assignments.  The only communication designed to occur in the context of the course is if a student has a question about something, they can call or email the instructor for help.  Students work individually on all assignments and unless help is needed, there seems to be no other offered communication or interaction opportunities.
Student Support Mechanisms 

There are no designated support systems in place to facilitate student success in this course.  I am assuming students would have already registered for the course in order to access the course information because there is no mention of how to register.  Depending on the option students choose to complete depends on how students will submit their assignments.  If they choose Option 1, tests must be printed out first.  Answers are to be recorded on the printed test.  Once finished, students can access the Blackboard version of the test and transfer their answers where they will be submitted.  If they choose Option 2, students must put all of the activities they choose into ONE Microsoft Word document and then submit them through the VT digital drop box (filebox).  


It does not offer assistance to students that may have questions about the assignments.  I am assuming, since the information is provided, that students can email, call, or stop by the office of the instructor for help.  There is no information given as to whether additional support is responsible for course management or if other staff assists him.  The only socio-psychological support offered is the advice to “pace yourself and don’t wait until the last minute to take the exams” (Redican, 2008, course syllabus).  This statement shows that the instructor believes self-motivation and time-management is important for this course.
Summary Evaluation 

I do not feel that the “Drug Education” course is a course I would take because I feel that the course is ineffective.  The lack of engagement, communication, and opportunity to interact with others is disappointing and uninviting.  I think if I were to create a distance learning course, there are many things I would change.  Being a teacher, I understand that not every learner is the same.  By providing a limited means to reach individual student’s needs, the instructor is setting students up for failure.  Even though two options were provided, neither one allowed for creativity, problem-solving, or hands-on applications.  I think the instructor’s assessments could have been effective had the lessons been more enthusiastic.  The instructor made no effort to connect with the students on any level.  Students that take this course are likely to memorize the information, take the tests, and then forget about it.  The course is forgettable.  

I do think that some students might prefer this method of learning.  The material is straight-forward and easy to access.  There is little effort needed by students in the course to seek out information since it is all located in one place.  I think the PowerPoint presentations were a smart way to present the information, even though I would have changed them slightly by adding audio and video.  Most students in this day in time are familiar with PowerPoint and likely have access to the program.  By using this instructional method, cost is reduced by only requiring one textbook, since the rest is available online.  Affordability is a huge factor for many students when trying to determine whether or not to take a course.  It seems that this option would help with that decision.  Although not my preference, there are students that are likely to be very successful in this distance course.  
The instructor could have given students projects to do that offered one-on-one experience with drug education.  One example would be for students to go to a police station and talk to an officer working in a drug unit about the real effects of drugs on people.  Another example would be an opportunity for students to interview a SAP (Student Assistance Program) counselor at a school about the effect of drugs on teens and their families would have been a more engaging experience.  Or, students could have researched the recovery rate of drug addicts that began using when they were teenagers. Also, students could have had access to a website, such as this: http://teens.drugabuse.gov/new_media/video.php.  This website provides videos of students who have either been addicted or know people who have been addicted to drugs.  Seeing real people and hearing their emotional stories could have also made a difference in the education of these students.  There are many more activities and lessons that could have been incorporated into the curriculum that would have kept students engaged and would have made the experience more realistic and memorable.  In my opinion, this course left a lot to be desired in the way of drug education.
