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When I first began this class, I knew little about the use of audio.  I have used audio for several years in my class as a 6th grade Science teacher, however there is much more to it than I ever imagined.  For example, I now have a better understanding that audio affects different people in different ways and on different levels.  I have used audio for multiple reasons in my classroom, but mostly to enhance a presentation by using sound effects.  An example might be that I would have put a picture of a bird on the screen and made it chirp before I began going over information about the bird.  I also used audio to assist my students that had difficulty reading.  I would record myself reading a test and upload it to a testing site online.  They were able to plug in headphones and listen to each question being read aloud as they completed the test.  Overall, I feel that I did not know a great deal about audio before I took this class.

I had mixed perceptions of audio when I first began this class.  I had never read any research on audio and certainly had not explored different means of creating audio (such as different software and programs).  Audio has always been of interest to me, but I had never taken the time to learn more about it.  I do feel that I am familiar with a multitude of audio research and audio creation tools now that I have been through this class.  I feel that I could use audio effectively as a means to reach my students on a deeper level and to augment their learning.  I do feel that the class objective was met, as I will continue to find new and different ways to include audio in my instruction.

A transformation did occur in my learning and my thinking while taking this class.  As previously mentioned, audio was always of interest to me.  I considered become an audiologist at one point in my life, but decided teaching would be better suited for me.  I worked at an Autism center two summers ago and again, my interest was peaked.  I was especially curious about children that were not at all verbal, but could understand certain sounds.  Since I have done a learning styles profile every year with my students, I find that the auditory students are sometimes left out when it comes to studying or figuring out certain concepts.  While in this class, I had an “aha” moment when I was designing my final lesson.  It struck me that if I created audio files more often with material, or even found free audio files on the internet, students that are auditory learners would be able to use those files and manipulate them to suit their needs.  I also didn’t realize how many free audio files were on the internet for hundreds of different topics.  I have definitely been inspired by this class to increase the use of audio in my instruction!
