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1. Identify the article and discuss how the article provided you with a better understanding of the use of audio in the classroom? 

In the article, Kerr, B. (1999 March). Effective use of audio in Multimedia Presentations, research proves that there are many different forms of media that can be used in the classroom, but the type of media is not always the most important part of instruction.  The quality and use of the media far outweighs the type of media.  Learning styles of people often can be decisive of what type of media should be used and how it should be used.  For example, kinesthetic and auditory learners are much more likely to gain knowledge from audio media as opposed to visual learners.  It is also important when using audio media that the learner be familiar with its format and style in order to be effective.  Speech, sound effects, and music are the three elements of sound that were discussed.  Each of these plays a crucial role in making sure that the appropriate use of sound is administered. Another major part of using sound in a lesson is silence.  It is important to find a balance of sound and silence in order to keep the attention of the learner. As a result, it is apparent that sound can enhance any lesson.  However, it is necessary to remember a few key items, which include the following: quality of audio, learning styles, audience (appropriateness of sound), the three elements of sound (speech, sound effects, and music), and silence.  By keeping all of these essentials in mind, audio can be an excellent learning tool.
2. In your opinion what was the single most useful fact, issue or general piece of information? 

I think the single most useful piece of information in the Kerr’s article was the section on learning styles.  As a teacher, it is important that I know my students and understand how they learn.  Every year, I take a learning styles inventory on my students to find out how they learn best.  I use this to my advantage and often try to include aspects of each learning style in my lessons to ensure each student is receiving an equal and fair education.  I do include some audio already in my instruction, but this article has opened my eyes to new and better ways that sound can become part of my teaching.
3. Do you think that the use of audio should be a viable option when developing course material? Why or Why Not? 

I do think that audio should be a viable option when developing course material.  Based on research done from Thompson, Simonson, and Hargrave in Kerr’s article, audio can be an effective way of enhancing a lesson.  Research proves that with the correct use of sound, learners are more likely to stay engaged and it can make internalizing the information easier.  For example, if the topic is Rainforests and the teacher shows a visual of a monkey on a tree in the rainforest, playing sounds of monkeys in the background may help the learner associate the information with the sound.  Therefore, the information may stick with them for an extended period of time.  Since research confirms that audio can assist teachers in making more effective instruction, I think that audio should be used more often.
