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The tutorial created by Syntrillium does impact my functional knowledge of digital audio.  The tutorial goes in depth on how sound is created and processed.  Understanding these processes helps to know how sound is developed and internalized when a student is receiving the audio during instruction.  Discovering how my students hear sound and how our brains process it, as well as learning how analog and digital audio works was interesting, but not necessarily essential to creating good instruction using audio.  The tutorial also increased my knowledge of how a computer uses sound to create files that are audible.  Again, this was interesting, but not pertinent to the instruction that I would create.
I gave the quality of the presentation a two out of four, or fifty percent.  I based the quality on several criteria, including the following: speed, sound quality, clarity, and relevance.  Much of the material shared by Syntrillium seemed irrelevant to me.  As a science teacher that uses audio on a regular basis in the classroom, I am aware of the fundamentals of sounds already.  I am more concerned with how to create the audio using the equipment instead of how the equipment itself works. Having the visual and audio together for the presentation made the information easier to understand.  I do agree that one without the other would have been difficult to comprehend since most of the content was foreign to me.  I thought the narrator spoke too fast and I had to replay several sections to understand it completely.  The sound quality and clarity was excellent.  The narrator spoke loudly and had a very clear, concise voice.  Given the critera, I think that Syntrillium’s tutorial could have been improved.
I think that the content from the tutorial is not as useful to a teacher or administrator as it would be to a sound technician or an Audiologist who must know how sound is created and processed.  A tutorial about how to use different programs or equipment to include sound in a lesson would have been more appropriate.  As an aspiring instructional technologist, I think that hearing the information from the tutorial one time was good for comparison reasons.  However, a technologist must focus more on how to use the tools to create effective instruction rather than how the tools work, such as a computer creating audio for a presentation.  On the other hand, a sound technician must know exactly how sound is created to be able to alter and develop different elements of sound.  An Audiologist would need to listen to Syntrillium’s tutorial to better understand the hearing issues and problems of his/her patients.  The tutorial would have been more relevant for these professionals than for an instructional technologist.
